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Virgil’s Aeneid (Books V & VI)

In Book V the Trojans return to Drepanum, the place in Sicily where Aeneas' father Anchises died. Then instead of mourning his father’s death, he declares that they play games. So they play five games: a boat race, a footrace, a boxing match, an archery contest, and mock war games. Each of these games has a moral significance or an interesting twist. For example, in the archery contest, King Acestes wins first prize, not because he hits the target, but because his arrow bursts into flame as it flies- clearly an act of the gods. Meanwhile the women are getting fed up with waiting for the men while they are playing games. Juno takes advantage of this and sends Iris who is disguised as a woman and manipulates the women to throw torches on the boats, which will destroy Aeneas’ journey. This is significant because we once again see Juno trying to destroy Aeneas. Aeneas doesn’t know what to do so he prays to Jupiter and a storm comes so not all the boats will be destroyed. 

In Book VI the Trojans have just landed at Cumae. Aeneas goes looking for the Sibyl who will tell him his future. He tells him that the Trojans are heading for another war. Aeneas and the Sibyl are ready for their journey to the underworld. They are wondering in the underworld and Aeneas shockingly sees Dido. My favorite part is when Aeneas is walking around seeing all of the people who have created civil wars and are being tortured in the underworld. It is obvious that Virgil despised civil wars and so he put people who started them into hell. Finally, Anchises shows Aeneas the parade of great Romans who will be born in the future and Aeneas is ready to leave the underworld.

